Romans — Session # 13

Weleft off last time at Ch. 5, vs. 12~ so lets read vs. 12-21 of chapter 5. — In these verses Paul writes about our
‘sofidarity in Adam and in Christ.

Vs, T2:14~ Paul compares Adam’s life and the consequences of sin-with- Christ’s life and the consequences of Jesus fife-
and wark. Let’s turn te I Cdrin‘thians 1521-23 and Vs, és-@ : (?aad mese ver's‘es} pau; is saymg i‘r;’ Rﬁmxns 5.12=21 and
: %fm:séeaih ﬁéamcamfm ;éastam?wiﬁretm%c&us& ?ﬁaﬁs thefa%es&sﬁméﬁe&wémdm foour
sin. But then Paul states that Jesus Christ is the Second Adawm, the first born of a new man — spiritual one whose
obedience to God makes possibfe new fife and new results — He is not a man whose fate is a return to dust. He is the
first fruits of a new jife for us — which jeads fo eternal life in heaven.

So in Romans 5:12-14 — Paul says that all mankind was affected by Adam’s sin. Vs. 13 — Sin was in the world before the
iaw was given Io Moses. Bul Adam did disobey-God's one command in the garden= "Do not eat of the fruit of the tree
of good and evil or you will die”. Adam’s disobediante, results in death, for all who follow. But with Christ a iew
possibility for man is how avaifable for the human race. Adam is the Father of the race which feads to death. Jesusis
the Father whole life and whose obedience makes possible 3 new race for all who desire and choose life, by God's grace.

Vs. 15-17 - The free gift is not like the trespass. Many died through Adam’s discbedience, with Christ God's grace is
offered to save us from death. ¥ is a toially a gift of grace, that Jeads to owr justification. Vs. 17=1f by Adam’s trespass,
death became the consequence for all mankind, much morewill those who receive God's abundance of grace and the
‘free gift of righteousness, five. All of this comes as a free gift to us, through Jesus Christ’s atoning death on the cross. It
is interesting to note that in Vs: 12-1%of chapter 5, Paufuses the phrase "one man™ IZ times: Adam-and Christ-the-
two prototypes. Paul is saying - sin is the problem and sin was the problem from the very beginning. Adam’s sinwasa
- reflection of the human condition. A toddier born today doesn’t know aaythzng about the law, but they do know the

feeling of “mine”. Theydo know if they get 4 toys for Christmas, 5 is even better, then 6is better. Toddlers and sadly
many adufts are net so good with the word “share”. They like “mine” better.

. tets go back to Romans 2:12-16 (read it). When Paulcontrasts the status of the Gentiles who do hot vave he Law of
Moses, to the jews- who do have the Law of Moses. Vs. 14-15 — the Gentiles, {so in other words all non-Jewish peopie)
have the Law “written on their hearts”. But toddiers have to learn what the word “share” means. So do the toddlers
running around in their 20's, 30s, 40's, 50's, 60’s until death comes calling. Some people never let go of Hiking the word
“mine” best of alt.

Sivs 1= Paul telis-us: death “reigned™ due to and ever since Adam’s sin. "Reignedis a very powerfulworld. Paulis
saying that death rules over us. Death is bur sovereign, apart from God's grace. Donald Trump is not our commander in
chief, death is. In vs. 14 Paul doesn’t give us an example of what he means when he says — “yet death reigned from
Adam to Moseseven over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam”. In other words, Adam defied a
direct i:bmmand of God —do niot eat 'of the fruit of this tree”. But aliofus, Paul says = have the Law of God in our hearts.
We may not break a direct commandment of God as Adam did, but in our hearts we break them every day. We do well
to-remember the Seven Deadly Sins. Pride; Greed, Lust, Envy; Gluttony, Wrath; Sibth. We are alfguilty as charged: No
didn't defy a direct command of God to me as Adam did. But God cares as imuch IF NOT MORE about the health of my
innet heart and life, as He does about my actions. And we all know it is the inner health or fack thereof, that leads to our
actions. Our actions almost always a refiection of pur inner spiritual health.

Vs. 17 — Paul contrasts our status and fate as descendants of Adam with our status in Christ! f death reigns over us —
when Paul turns to Jesus work on-the cross on our behalf—Hhe says {read'vs 17, The noteworthy phrase is: "much more
wiif those... Paulis s';ying,. if by sin death reigns over us, how much more will God's grace reign within us, we will be free
from death’s reign and have Christ’s love reign in us. Life will now reign in us, not death. We will have a new




sovereign!!! The gift of righteousness, ail through one man, Jesus the Christ. “O death where is thy victory, O death
where is thy sting?” With God's grace comes a new status — RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Vs 18 — We are acuitied from the conseguentes of pur sin. Death is replaced by life.

Vs. 19 — Puts this all so efoquently and with such extraordinary beauty. “For as by one man’s disobedience many were
made sihners, so by ohe man’s obedience many will be made righteous.” We become rightecus not by what we did but
by what God did in Christ.

V5. 20-21 —Pauf sums this all up — “Law came in , 1 intrease the trespass; but where sin increased, grate sbounded alt
the more, 5o that as sin reigned in death, grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord.”

itis-interesting to-note thatin Paul's summary statement'he drops out using Adam’s name. He'hasused it repeatedly
uhtif now. But Paul ends by wanting to state only the name of fesus, and to focus only upon Jesus work. For “in Christ”
- grace now reigns through righteousness to eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Thanks be to God.

We will pick it up with chapter 6 next time.




