Romans — Session # 12

We finished Chapter 4 last time, with Paul feaching he Romans that being right with God for the Jew is notf someihing
‘that came with circumcision, and it does not come from their obedience with the Law. Righteousness, then and now for
'us today, comes through faith afone. We are all justified not by anything we do. We are justified by what God has done
for us through Jesus death on the cross and resurrection. He has paid the full price for our sins. He is the “lamb of God
that takest away the sins of the world”.

'So we begin with Ch. 5 today — lets read 5:1-11

Vs.1-— Thereﬁéfe, ’since we are }ustiﬁed“by fmth we have p’eace wﬁh 'God thmugh our Lord Jesus Cﬁi'ist ?aﬁi states fh"a‘»’t
God. Gad’s love is not like human love, which rises and falls with the wmmx ef our sub}ezfttve ;t}iigéméﬁt Human love
{eaves us always wendermg about our relationships because we judge subjectively. So we never have | peace. But with-
God’s love we tan know we have peace withGod bacausa our status with !um depands solely on what He has done for
us, through His Son Jesus Christ. The cross of Christ is our certainty. God’s fove can never be taken from us.

¥5. 7'« PauFgoes on'to say these great words: “Through Him; we have obfaihed access to-His grace ib-which we stand”.
WOW. Wecan apprcath God = through Jesus Christ alone. We can be with God for eternity because of His grace’
towards us. Thisgraceis samethmg in which we already stand and we can therefore “rejoice” in our hope of sharing in
the glory of God. The Christian who understands hisor her exalted status, a status of sheer grace, 3 status nobody can
“achieve by their own trierits, leaves anyone who truly comprehends it, REJOICING! The Christian life is a joy filted
because we realize the magnitude of our exafted status before God. if you and 1 do not five lives of j jm;, fives fifled with
thanksgiving; then shame on usi- We are the redeemed sons and daughters of the Most High God: Do we get it? Dowe:
understand our exaited status? This does not minimize the truth that in this life we all carry burdens, sadness and many

£ ehaﬂenges Life js not easy, but as Paul says in Romans ch 8 “what can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus

ourtord? ﬁﬁaﬂ;sfw us, who is against us? We will save this great chapter 8 until 2 bit later.

Vis. 3-5 — Pauf says — “more than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that sufferings produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope; and hope does not disappeoint us.™ Paul setsthe bar high:
Paul is saying, yes we do suffer in this life, but in Christ we endure. And aswe get through our times of snffering, we
come to know we can endure and it builds character and we come to know that Christian believers are always a people
of hepe. Why? Because Christ is a%aysmﬂws? He is within us= “Emmanuel”—God with us. He livesinside of us.
And then Paul says something magnificent ='He says ~ "hope doesn’t disappoint us because God's love has been poured
into our hearts, through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us”. W would do well to remember | Peter 3:15 -
when Peter telis us to "always be ready to give a-reason-for the hope thetisin-you™, The people of God are a peopleof
hope. This is so because we know how our story will end, my story and your story will end in glory. in Matthew 28:16-
20 we read: “now the 11 disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus directed them. And when they saw
kim, they worshipped Him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them: All auithority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. Go therafore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
‘the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe afl that | have commanded you; and lo, | am with you always,
the tlose of the ages.” The Great Comtnission. The reason St. Bede's and every church ought to'be trying to grow. We
five with hope because the love of God has been “poured into our hearts”, through the Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God.

Vs, 6-11= The RSV Bible says this about these verses: “Christin his death has borne the consequences of our sin, and
thus reconciled us to God”. In'other words, thie death of Jesus was on behalf of ungodly people. The amazing thing that
Paul says in Vs. 7 — one will hardly die for a good ‘mén,’bu?t perhaps he will. Vs. 8 —“But God shows His love for all of us,
because while we were yet sinners; Christ died for us™. It'is the cross where God'show us the means by which God'
défﬂéﬁitfa‘tes and proves His fove for us. Vs. 9~ And we are all now justified by His blood, and spared from God's wrath
{God’s wrath is a manifestation of His holiness). Vs. 10-11 ~ As enemies of God, by virtue of our sin, it took Jesus death




on-the cross to make things right with God. - And-now since we are reconciled; we are also saved by His life andour
salvation will never end: It is this new status of being made right with God , being justified by Him alone, that leads us to
rejoice. Forwe have been reconciled to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!

We will pick it up there next time.



